"7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. Jars of Clay -Common metaphor in the ancient world for human weakness.
Introduction Accident, much more amazed by God's sovereign power than my own will power. Show them my mug. 2 Cor. 4:7-18 I don't have a problem with God being shown as powerful but I don't like the idea of being personally weak, simple or fragile.
Jars of Clay

A. Jars of clay
It is just the truth isn't it, we are weak. Paul set an example of this weakness (Corinthians had a problem with it at times) (look back) 2 Cor. 3:5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God Paul himself, 1 Cor. 2:3 "And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God."
B. Treasure
 Look back at 4:4 and 4:6 said two ways,  4 The light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God… 6 has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  Piper said, "Seeing and Savoring the Glory of God in the face of Christ"  It is the unveiled glory that transforms us in the previous chapter,  We have seen it and it is glorious indeed. It is the pearl of great price, it is the treasure hidden in a field. "Look what God is able to do through him or her.  "the glorious gospel is borne about by those who are comparatively inferior, the powerful gospel by those who are weak." Timothy Savage, commentary  The contrast of the weight and glory of the message and the weakness of the deliverer is stunning.  Do you believe this? This truth challenges our own desire for personal greatness.
Look,,, How does this treasure transform the Jar?
 The contents change the vessel. Strengthen, verse 8-9. Paul's particular example is the suffering associated with a life of an apostle, one called to the gospel message. Yet the greater issue and is jars of clay and displaying God's power in our weakness and that can be done whatever the circumstance, it is hardly limited in application.
 Caring around the death of Jesus. So that…. 10-11 (a life focused on those we minister to) We need to explain this a bit.
10 always carrying in the body the death (dying) of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.
11 For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.
12 So death is at work in us, but life in you.
The Greek for the first death in verse 10 death connotes dying, not death. He carries around "the dying of Jesus" (4:10) as he is given over to "death" (4:11).
The process of giving himself over, laying his life down, being a living sacrifice
The important thing is not that we are as happy and healthy as possible but that Christ is most glorified by the ongoing level of "death" my life mediates to others. We have this treasure in a weak vessel so that the power of god might be magnified and shown.
12, This death, or sacrifice in us is giving life to those we minister to.
Conclusion. We don't minister to others out of displaying how we have it all together, how we are strong and capable and they should be like us. We minister as earthen vessels that live a life of sacrifice to others; this is the ministry of Christ.
Personal Example;
This was profoundly shown as the Lord allowed me to minister to the people that would come by my house to visit me when I was in a hospital bed in my dining room. They came to see me but soon where talking about their problems, the Lord allowed me to minister to them in my weakened state.
What good is produced by our suffering and weakness?
 Suffering with faith points to a greater power  Endurance shows more glory.
 Being raised with Christ in this life does not refer to the ability to escape suffering, but to the power to endure it for the sake of Christ and his church.  "The contrasts of 4:8-9 underscore that during this evil age it is endurance in the midst of adversity, not immediate, miraculous deliverance from it, that reveals most profoundly the power of God."  Health and Wealth
Between the writing of 1 and 2 Corinthians, the Corinthians' propensity to boast, fueled by their culture's esteem for the status associated with health and wealth, had led them to accept Paul's opponents and their false gospel. True today as well. Anything less than peace (at least within the nuclear family), prosperity (at least a middle-class lifestyle), and health (at least most of the time) becomes a disappointment with God. Within this context, it is imperative that we constantly remind ourselves that endurance with praise, not avoidance of pain, is the evidence that the kingdom of God is here (4:8-9).
A FAVORITE PASSAGE Ps 37:25 I have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his children begging for bread.
 VERSE 16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.
 Decaying body but growth of grace, also the gets bigger the older we get. Big LESSON FOR ME WITH ACCIDENT 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. " We are a culture that is obsessed with being the most happy and healthy for the longest time possible. In that context, living for another value can seem quite counter to what we find natural.
 Confidence in the future grace, 14  14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.
It is the things that are unseen that are eternal, vs. 18
Weakness and suffering takes a long-view! Enduring Suffering means His kingdom has come and is coming again. It is a clarion call, Jesus has been here and is coming back!!!! His suffering (weakness) embodies the cross as a revelation. If Paul's suffering is a sign that the kingdom of God has not yet been consummated, his endurance is evidence that it has been inaugurated.
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